CAfifi
ffiaf aft. We stiff ^rite hors d'&uvres for the same kind of reason
lhat we write andante cantabile.
The political, economic and numerical reasons for the pre-
atttoeftce of French afe gone/ France is a conquered country and
may never be aC gfeat ^orld pvwtt again; France is relatively a poor
country; and French is spoken by fa* fewer people than spe'ak any
of the great European languages, except Italian. French may pre-
serve and probably will preserve for a time, the kind of snob appeal
that pleases head waiters and smart dressmakers, but the kind of
French that astonishes the waiter or impresses the mannequin
can be acquired in ten easy lessons. There is no reason for wasting
school time on such frivolities. So far, the case against its old pre-
dominance can be considered made. But the real case for French
remains and it is the same as the original case for Greek in the
fifteenth century. French is a language whose acquisition immensely
broadens the cultural outlook of the English boy and girl. Other
languages could do this too, but not so well or so easily. And French
is taught in schools mainly in order that our educated classes should
learn to read one foreign language.
Professor Peers would contest this thesis for several weighty
reasons, but he has also taken time to advance some reasons that are
so frivolous that one is tempted, at first, to mutter a tag from one of
his preferred romance languages and content oneself with a non
ragionam di lor. There is, for instance, the strangely unworldly
assertion that few "ever travelled in France from choice compared
with those who went to Switzerland and Italy/' Professor Peers
conjures up a vision of a tourist industry in France dependent on
"school-parties and penniless undergraduates," on whose meagre
surplus the innkeepers of Juan les Pins and of Le Touquet eked
out a narrow livelihood, while the rich, the cultured, the sophis-
ticated, crowded Sienna and Lucerne. In fact, in the last twenty
years the tourist attractions of France have been far more widely
appreciated than ever before in history, and the Lido and Saint
Mark's both fought vain battles against the equally potent but snob
appeals of French plages and French Gothic and Romanesque
cathedrals. As for Switzerland, who that could afford it ever visited
that once fashionable country except belated Victorians, winter
sports addicts, mountaineers, tuberculous patients or pilgrims to
Geneva? And only the last class needed any linguistic equipment